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make the desired impression. My opinion was very decided that the Southern States had dealt with the subject of slavery, down to that period, in a wise and liberal spirit,, and that they owed the disproportionate influence which they had possessed in the Federal Government to other causes than to the concentration of feeling and effort produced by that interest. I was therefore unwilling to give so controlling an influence in the Presidential election to the considerations advanced by Mr. King, and I communicated this conclusion to him with delicacy and unfeigned respect for his character, and we proceeded on our journey without change in our feelings, much less in our social relations.
As I acted at the time on the opinion I have mentioned, and as there has subsequently been, in my judgment, a wide departure from the policy which then commanded my approval, which has also in its turn governed my action, I will here give my views of the matter as it then stood, leaving the consideration of the change and its consequences to its proper period and place.
At the time when the oppression of the Mother-Country compelled our ancestors to resort to arms for the defence of their liberties, the condition of the old Thirteen States was not materially different, in respect to the institution of Slavery, from that "which existed at the period of which we are speaking. In those where it still exists, it had been so deeply planted as to forbid the hope of seeing it eradicated except thro' Providential means not then discoverable by human intelligence; whilst in those which are now free from it, it had obtained but a slight hold upon the interests, or upon the habit? and feelings of the inhabitants—none that would not be sure tc yield to wise and prudent legislation. But no obstacle was found to arise from the difference in their condition in respect to the existence of slavery, to their cordial and devoted union in the struggle which, by the blessing of God, resulted in the establishment of oui national independence.
No sooner had that great end and aim. of all their1 secrifices anc sufferings: been accomplished than the leading men—those wlic swayed the councils of the States in which slavery existed and stil continues to exist, on all sides a race of great and good men—pro •ceeded to the consideration of this difference in regard to slavery in the condition of the states, and the possible consequences which i might in time produce. They took up the subject with earnestnes; and sincerity and with a determination to deal with it justly anc thoroughly. They foresaw that the day was not distant when slav ery would have ceased to exist in a majority of the states; that it abolition Avoulcl in all probability produce a more rapid increase ii the. population of the non-slaveholding States; that this would conderal (lovernment.    I Its did not- re-                          , ;
